
ST LOUISE DE MARILLAC’S STORY 





Saint  Louise de Mari l lac was born on the 12th of  August 1591, the i l legi t imate
chi ld of  an unknown mother,  who died short ly af ter  Louise was born.  Her father
was Louis de Mari l lac and he acknowledged her as his chi ld,  and showed her
much love. Her father remarr ied when she was 3 and she was not welcome in the
fami ly home, however she was wel l  cared for and provided with an excel lent
educat ion at  the convent at  Poissy.  She remained at  the convent unt i l  her father
died when she was 12. After that  she stayed with a good devout spinster where
she learnt  household ski l ls  and herbal  remedies.   

Louise fe l t  drawn to the c lo istered l i fe and made appl icat ion to the Capuchin
sisters but was refused entry,  and was given the prophet ic advice,  that  God had
other designs on her.   Louise’s fami ly arranged for her to marry Antoine Le Gras,
who was secretary to the Queen Mother,  in 1613. Within a year their  son Michel
was born.  Louise and Antoine grew to love each other and their  marr iage was a
happy one.  However,  Antoine became i l l  and his i l lness made him depressed and
di f f icul t  to l ive wi th.  Louise also struggled with depression at  th is t ime and fel t
that  she was being punished for not having entered rel ig ious l i fe as she had
promised. I t  was at  th is t ime that she had, what she cal led.  her Light of  Pentecost
exper ience.  In th is exper ience she was reassured that she should stay wi th her
husband but was assured that a t ime would come that she would make vows and
that she would l ive wi th other women who would do the same.  She wrote down
this exper ience and carr ied i t  wi th her as a reminder that  God was with her in her
troubles.   

Louise met Vincent,  who became her spir i tual  d i rector,  and a great partnership
was created. Antoine died in 1625. In 1629 Vincent sent Louise on mission to v is i t
the Confraterni t ies of  Char i ty which he had establ ished.  Vincent sent Louise wi th
these words.. .   



 



Go, therefore,  Mademoisel le,  go in the name of Our Lord.  I  pray that  His Div ine
Goodness may accompany you, be your consolat ion along the way, your shade
against  the heat of  the sun, your shel ter  in rain and cold,  your sof t  bed in your
weariness, your strength in your to i l ,  and, f inal ly,  that  He may br ing you back in
perfect  heal th and f i l led wi th good works.

I t  was with th is mission that Louise’s gi f ts for  organisat ion and format ion came to
the fore.  Louise cont inued to work wi th the Confraterni t ies over the next few
years.  

Af ter  some t ime i t  became clear that  some of the noble women did not feel
comfortable going into the home of some of the poor.  Young women also began to
offer themselves to help wi th the service,  and so, in 1633 Louise took 4 young
women into her home and the Daughters of  Char i ty was born.  John Honner wr i tes
of Louise

Louise proved hersel f  to be an except ional  leader,  wi th a deep concern for  the
wel lbeing of  her s isters and a sharp eye for administrat ive detai l .  For al l  her
commitment to a l i fe of  prayer and service she was a wise negot iator and a
shrewd manager.  The number and range of  the works the “Li t t le Company”,  as
Vincent and Louise descr ibed i t ,  rapidly expanded. 

Louise’s l i fe was marked by suf fer ing and she wrote God, who has granted me so
many graces, led me to understand that i t  was His holy wi l l  that  I  go to Him by
way of  the Cross. His goodness chose to mark me with i t  f rom my bir th and He
has hardly ever lef t  me, at  any age, wi thout some occasion of  suf fer ing.  

She transformed this suf fer ing in order to help her become more open to the wi l l
of  God and to be more compassionate towards others especial ly the people l iv ing
in poverty that  she served. 



 

A LIFE OF PRAYER AND SERVICE


