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This is how providence acts to direct the activity of the human spirit. When winter begins, it looks like all
vegetation will die. The wind sweeps away flowers and leaves, but it keeps something hidden, dry and
powdery; the seeds and all plant life are found insid@ Providence takes care of this. Some of these seeds
have something like wings to travel in the air. The storm takes them off, and the waters bring them along
until they find land and the ray of sunlight that is needed to make them flower.

In this way, when the barbarian times and the evil seasons of human life arrive, we see that all these
flowers of poetry and eloquence wither, it seems like all plant life and thought will perish. It shelters,
however, in issues that seem small, dry, and arid: still Providence takes charge. They thus cross through
three or four centuries; the word escorts them into new lands and times, until they find the place and time
they need, until a man of genius takes them for cultivation. When he adds his sweat and concerns, they
finally burst into life.

Frederic was a man who trusted greatly in Divine Providence. This was not a blind faith in God but rather a
realisation that we must play our part in the divine plan. Frederic gives us an example of how to work with
determination as part of the divine plan. He was simple in living his Christianity and in witnessing to the
name of God in all the moments of his life.
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