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“Without mercy our theology, our law, our pastoral care runs the risk of collapse into bureaucratic pettiness
or ideology, which of itself wants to tame the mystery,” the pope says. “Understanding theology is to
understand God, who is love.”

Just a few months ago not to far from where | write this in Philadelphia, he told Bishops much the same only
in slightly different words.

A pastor remains vigilant by helping people to lift their gaze at times of discouragement, frustration and
failure. We might well ask whether in our pastoral ministry we are ready to “waste” time with families.
Whether we are ready to be present to them, sharing their difficulties and joys. September 23, 2013

Is it a stretch to think that he would say something similar to all Vincentians?

J. Patrick Murphy observes in“Mr. Vincent.” that Vincent lived with the nobility (the De Gondls) but ate with
the servants.

He suggests this lesson for us.

Lesson: Humility and simplicity always work well with people.
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