
That we are here below only to accomplish the will of Providence; that
this will is accomplished day by day, and that he who dies leaving his task
unfinished is as much advanced in the eyes of the Supreme Justice as he
who has the leisure to finish it entirely; that man is no more able to create
his moral being than his physical being; that he never makes himself
orator, philosopher, artist, man of genius, but that he is made so little by
little, and insensibly, by the conduct of God. The greatest men are those
who have never made beforehand the plan of their destiny, but who have
let themselves be led by the hand. A little confidence in the heavenly
Father, without whose will a hair falls not from a human head! ( Frederic
Ozanam, Coates, Letters, 95.) 

Matt 6:25-34 

'That is why I am telling you not to worry about your life and what you are
to eat, nor about your body and what you are to wear. Surely life is more
than food, and the body more than clothing! Look at the birds in the sky.
They do not sow or reap or gather into barns; yet your heavenly Father
feeds them. Are you not worth much more than they are? Can any of you,
however much you worry, add one single cubit to your span of life? And
why worry about clothing? Think of the flowers growing in the fields; they
never have to work or spin; yet I assure you that not even Solomon in all
his royal robes was clothed like one of these.  Now if that is how God
clothes the wild flowers growing in the field which are there today and
thrown into the furnace tomorrow, will he not much more look after you,
you who have so little faith? So do not worry; do not say, "What are we to
eat? What are we to drink? What are we to wear?"  It is the gentiles who
set their hearts on all these things. Your heavenly Father knows you need
them all. Set your hearts on his kingdom first, and on God's saving justice,
and all these other things will be given you as well. So do not worry about
tomorrow: tomorrow will take care of itself. Each day has enough trouble
of its own.' 

 Reflection 

It is part of the Vincentian tradition to trust in Divine Providence, St
Vincent and St Louise both spoke a great deal about it. In Frederic’s
words he tells us that God is in charge and that we need to do our bit
without worrying too much about the outcome. Jesus tells us in this
passage that we need to focus on the kingdom and justice and “all these
other things will be given you as well”.  

What do you understand of Divine Providence and how has it
been present in your life? 
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