Blessing and Opening (Sample 3)
Celebrant:
God our Father, your gift of water brings new life and freshness to the earth; it washes away our sins and brings us to eternal life. We ask you now to bless this water, and to give us your protection on this day. We ask this through Christ our Lord.
All: Amen.

A Reading from the Gospel of Matthew                    			

Then the King will say to those on his right hand, "Come, you whom my Father has blessed, take as your heritage the kingdom prepared for you since the foundation of the world. For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, I was a stranger and you made me welcome, lacking clothes and you clothed me, sick and you visited me, in prison and you came to see me." Then the upright will say to him in reply, "Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you drink?... ‘In truth I tell you, in so far as you did this to one of the least of these brothers or sisters of mine you did it to me.’


Celebrant:

Blessed are you, Lord our God,
maker and ruler of the universe:
you have called us to be your people 
and have chosen us in Christ
to serve you and sing your praises.


Bless the (add building name)
and make it truly a place of service and care for your people.
Grant your blessing to all who work here.
Blessed are you, Lord our God for ever and ever.			Lord hear us

All: Lord hear our prayer
May God, the Father of goodness, who commanded us to help one another as brothers and sisters, grace this Centre with his presence and look kindly on all who enter here, as we welcome them in your name.				Lord hear us
All: Lord hear our prayer
For all the ‘good works’ that will be undertaken through this new centre may they help in restoring the dignity and worth of all your people.		Lord hear us
All: Lord hear our prayer
And may almighty God bless each of us,Ê the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit.
All: Amen
(Celebrant to the walk through blessing the Centre and the people with the holy water)

Reflection for the Thread Together Opening

In St Mathew’s gospel we read – ‘Then the King will say to those on his right hand, "Come, you whom my Father has blessed, take as your heritage the kingdom prepared for you since the foundation of the world. For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, I was a stranger and you made me welcome, lacking clothes and you clothed me, sick and you visited me, in prison and you came to see me." Then the upright will say to him in reply, "Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you drink?... ‘In truth I tell you, in so far as you did this to one of the least of these brothers or sisters of mine you did it to me.’

The last line ‘you did it to me’ lives at the heart of Vincentian charism as it reminds us that our ‘good works’ are about seeing God not only in our companions but in everyone we meet.  The St Vincent de Paul Society exists to help others, to support them in their time of need and to ensure that they know that they are loved and cared for.  Our aim is always to provide our companions with a ‘hand up’ so that they have the opportunity to move on from their present situation and take complete control of their lives.  At all times the Society aspires to respect the dignity and worth of all encouraging every one of our companions to take control of their own destiny. 

Today we join in partnership with Thread Together who also see as their aim to restore dignity and hope for the most vulnerable through providing them with brand new clothes so we both can work with our companions with love, respect, justice, hope and joy so that they may be able to lead a better life.


