
Blessing and Opening of the Building (Sample 2)
Celebrant:
In the Name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit:
All: Amen
The Lord be with you:
All: And with your Spirit
Blessing of the Water
God our Father, your gift of water brings new life and freshness to the earth; it washes away our sins and brings us to eternal life. We ask you now to bless this water Ê, and to give us your protection on this day. We ask this through Christ our Lord.  All: Amen.
A Reading from the Gospel according to Matthew                   

Then the King will say to those on his right hand, "Come, you whom my Father has blessed, take as your heritage the kingdom prepared for you since the foundation of the world. For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, I was a stranger and you made me welcome, lacking clothes and you clothed me, sick and you visited me, in prison and you came to see me." Then the upright will say to him in reply, "Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you drink?  “In truth I tell you, in so far as you did this to one of the least of these sisters or brothers of mine you did it to me.”

The Gospel of the Lord

All: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ

Celebrant will say a few words

Blessing of the building

Celebrant:

Lord our God, maker and ruler of the universe: you have called us to be your people and have chosen us in Christ to serve you and sing your praises.

Bless this building, the ‘add name of building’, and make it truly a place of service and care for your people.  Grant your blessings upon all who come in need of help and to those who aid them.

All: Blessed are you, Lord our God for ever and ever.

Celebrant: now blesses the building with holy water

I now bless the ‘add name of building’ 
Ê
in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit

All: Amen


Prayers of the Faithful
Celebrant:
May God, the Father of goodness, who commanded us to help one another as sisters and brothers, grace the ‘add name of building’ with His presence and look kindly on all who enter here.
Reader
For all the ‘good works’ that will be undertaken through this new conference centre may they help in restoring the dignity and worth of all your people.	Lord hear us
All: Lord hear our prayer
Father of goodness, who commanded us to help one another as sisters and brothers, watch over us with your presence and look kindly on all who seek or provide help here.								Lord hear us
All: Lord hear our prayer
Lord we ask for your gentle care of all those who have come before us, and whose generosity has made this new facility possible and thank them for their wonderful support of the Society, its works and all those we serve.		Lord hear us
All: Lord hear our prayer
Guide and protect everyone in the world who are called to advocate on behalf of others, provide them with the eloquence needed to turn hearts towards those in need.										Lord hear us
All: Lord hear our prayer 
Celebrant:
We give thanks Lord for all You have done for us, grant special blessings upon all who work in or visit this conference centre.  May it always be a place of love, respect, justice, hope and joy.
And may almighty God bless each one of us,Ê the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit.
All: Amen
(Celebrant, joined by the official party, will now walk through the new building blessing it and the people with the holy water)




While the official party are blessing the rest of the centre we will sing
Bring Forth the Kingdom of God


Bring Forth the Kingdom of God
(Matthew 5:13-15, by Marty Haugen)

You are salt for the earth, O people:
Salt for the Kingdom of God!
Share the flavour of life, O people:
Life in the Kingdom of God!

Refrain:
Bring forth the Kingdom of mercy,
Bring forth the Kingdom of peace;
Bring forth the Kingdom of justice,
Bring forth the City of God!

You are a light on the hill, O people:
Light for the City of God!
Shine so holy and bright, O people:
Shine for the Kingdom of God!

Refrain

You are a seed of the Word, O people:
Bring forth the Kingdom of God!
Seeds of mercy and seeds of justice,
Grow in the Kingdom of God!

Refrain

We are a blest and a pilgrim people:
Bound for the Kingdom of God!
Love our journey and love our homeland:
Love is the Kingdom of God!

Refrain sung twice




